Practical development of re-usable terminologies: GALEN-IN-USE and the GALEN Organisation.
Medical terminology is now playing a key role in medical software. This requires new techniques with which many clinical users, classification experts and applications developers are unfamiliar. There is a conflict in that the more re-usable techniques for terminology needed to support sharing of information among many different applications are more difficult to use for any one application. A layered approach to re-use is described which combines techniques from first generation systems and relatively easily understood second generation systems with the formal rigour of third generation systems to resolve this conflict. The methodology also provides a potentially rigorous approach to defining the relationship between terminology and structure in the electronic healthcare record architecture. It provides a natural migration pathway from existing systems to powerful re-usable multilingual terminologies.